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To Whom It May Concern:

Re Stuart Barber :

I have known Stuart for over four years, since he first came to Brimsdown Infants to run his circus skills workshop. This was initially a one-off treat for the year 2 (7yr old) children but due to the quality of his work and the children’s responses this became a regular occurrence in school. Stuart now comes to each year group from Reception to Year 2 every year and now builds on this by also working with Brimsdown Juniors. 

The children welcome him enthusiastically and some are developing a high level of skill and practising at home. Stuart has responded to their increase in ability by bringing new equipment and increasing the challenge for the able ones. He has even persuaded me to have a go on his tight-rope.

Whilst here I have observed the following qualities.

· Calm, even though the children get very excited, Stuart is always calmly and where appropriate firmly in charge. The teachers who join in feel that this enables them to get fully involved and be a role model to the children in terms of participation and enjoyment.

· Safe. Start is very aware of the health and safety and takes the appropriate steps to minimise risks but get the children to feel involved and challenged.

· Organised. All workshops start and finish on time. He has all his equipment set up at the start of the day and he has a large range of activities suitable for each age and all abilities. He leads a brief demonstration at the end of his day where children get to show their skills to the rest of the school.

· Reliable but flexible. We book ahead of time but have found Stuart to be very accommodating and flexible.

· Caring, encouraging and inclusive. Stuart is very positive with the children and structures his activities to give them lots of success and feelings of achievement. He encourages them to focus and develop the techniques and he is very skilled at intervening and improving their work. We have a number of children with disabilities and special educational needs. Stuart works alongside their support staff to ensure they are included and able to participate at their level.

In conclusion, Stuart is a very capable circus skills trainer and his workshops provide novelty, enjoyment and opportunities for the children to develop a range of physical skills. His manner with the children is very positive and I would have no hesitation in recommending him.

Yours Truly,

J.Fisher

Headteacher
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